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new  practice 

O  F 

Inoculating  for  the 

SMALLPOX,  Sr. 


LL  Things  on  which  the  pub- 
lick  Good  or  Evil  of  a  Nation 
depends  fhould  be  under  the 
Regulation  of  the  Government 
of  that  Nation. 

If  is  upon  this  Foundation  that 
feveral  Trades  and  Occupations,  which  o- 
therwife  all  Men  ought  to  have  full  Liberty 
to  Manage  for  themfelves,  ate  Emitted  by 
Laws  fubjefted  to  the  Vifitation  and  Infpecti- 
on  of  Superiours,  and  the  Perfons  managing 
them,  made  lvable  to  Cenfure  and  Punifli- 
ment  for  any  Excurfions  in  carrying  on  their 
otherwife  lawful  Employments* 


Thus 


m 

T  ti  v  s  the  Price  of  Bread  is  limited,  arid 
Rated  by  the  Magiftrate  ;  engrofing  Corn, 
foreftalling  the  Market  in  Provifions,  and  the 
like  are  forbidden  by  the  Laws  j  likewife 
the,  Victuallers  and  Alehoufe-Keepers  are  Li- 
cenfed  by  the  Juftices,  and  the  Reafons  of  all 
thefe  are  Evident,  and  carry  their  Juftifica- 
tion  in  themfelves  :  The  Price  cf  Bread  is  li¬ 
mited,  and  the  Markets  are  kept  open  for 
Provifions,  that  the  Poor  may  not  be  impossd 
upon,  and  neceflary  Food  kept  back  for  private 
Gain,  when  God  has  mercifully  beftow?d  Plen¬ 
ty  for  the  common  Supply:  The  publick 
Houfe  Keepers  are  under  the  Licenfe  and 
Infpection  of  the  Magiftrate,  that  the  Immo¬ 
rality  and  Intemperance  of  the  common  People 
may  be  reftrain’d,  and  the  ufual  Diforders  at¬ 
tending  Drunkennefs,  Gaming  and  keeping 
unieafonable  Hours  may  be  prevented. 

I N  like  Manner  and  with  the  fame  Juftice, 
but  yet  upon  ftronger  Foundations  the  Pra&i- 
tioners  in  Phyfick,  and  Surgery  are  in  mod 
well  govern’d  Nations,  and  ought  to  be  here, 
under  the  Regulations  of  Authority,  and  under 
the  Infpecfion  of  the  Government ;  The  Lives, 
and  Health  of  tire  People  who  fall  into  their 
Hands,  are  wholly  in  their  Difcretion,  and 
at  their  Mercy,  and  no  unlawful  thing  ought 
to  be  done  by  them,  but  they  ftiould  be  ac¬ 
countable  to,  and  punifhable  for  by  the  Go¬ 
vernment. 


vernment.  This  is  the  Realon  why  Quacks, 
and  Empricks,  Mountebanks,  and  Pretenders 
to  Phyfick,  and  Surgery,  are  by  all  Govern¬ 
ments,  either  limited  or  fupprefs’d,  and  in 
the  Judgment  of  good  Men  ought  to  be  ex¬ 
pend  out  of  human  Society,  I  mean  as  to 
their  Pradife  their  defperate  Operations, 
and  fatal  Experiments,  being  fuch  as  ignorant 
Men  ought  not  to  be  entrufled  with,  and 
Men  of  no  Reputation  fhould  not  be  allow’d 
to  Pradife. 

I T  was  left  on  Record  by  a  learn’d  Au¬ 
thor,  as  a  Maxim  in  Civil  Government,  and 
which  I  believe  will  be  allow’d  to  be  juft  in  all 
Governments  in  the  World,  “  That  making 
“  Experiments  upon  the  Bodies  of  Patients 
«*  at  the  hazard  of  their  Lives,  Limbs,  or 
“  Health,  and  without  their  Confent,  is  an 
“  Immorality  in  the  Pradife  of  Phyfick,  and 
“  Surgery,  and  is  no  lefs  than  willful  Mur- 
“  ther  in  the  Praditioner. 

The  Lives,  Limbs,  and  Health  of  the 
Subjeds  being  then  fo  much,  fo  often  and  fo 
unneceffarily  committed  to,  and  put  in  the 
Power  of  Phyficians  and  Surgeons;  The  Pradife 
of  Phyfick,  and  of  Surgery  ought  to  be  li¬ 
mited  by  the  Laws,  and  the  Condud  of 
all  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  be  at  all 
Times  fubjed  to  the  Infpedion  of  the  Go¬ 
vernment,  and  to  the  Cenfure  of  the  Ma- 

giftrate 
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giffrate,  that  ignorant  and  dangerous  Tam¬ 
pering  with  the  Health  and  Limbs  of  their 
Patients  may  be  prevented,  and  they  may  be 
punilh'd  when  they  engage  in  fuch  Things  as 
are  contrary  to  the  Rules  of  Art,  and  to  the 
fair  allowed  Pradice  of  other  Phyficians :  Care¬ 
ful  and  honed:  Praditiorters  are  careful  in 
all  doubtful  Cafes,  to  call  in  the  help  of  other 
Phyficians,  and  of  other  Surgeons  ;  as  well 
for  their  united  Advice  for  the  Benefit  of  the 
Patient,  as  to  vindicate  and  have  good  Teftimo- 
ny  of  their  own  Conduct,  to  prove  that  they 
did  nothing  without  due  Confideration,  and 
Confultation ;  and  alfo,  that  what  they  had 
done  was  according  to  Pradice  and  within  the 
preferib’d  Rules  of  Art. 

But  as  all  Phyficians,  and  Surgeons  are 
not  a  like  Careful,  either  of  their  Patients, 
or  of  their  own  Reputation,  it  is  meet  that 
the  Reftraint  of  Laws,  and  the  Authority  of 
the  Magifirate  fhould  have  a  due  Force  to  re- 
drain  thofe  who  are  Ignorant }  or,  that  know¬ 
ing  are  too  adventurous,  or.  Bold,  and  opini- 
ated  of  their  own  Judgment,  and  raih  in  go¬ 
ing  upon  the  moft  dangerous  and  out  of  the 
Way  things,  to  gain  Experience  at  the  Ex¬ 
pence  and  Rifque  of  their  Patient. 

O  F  this  Sort,  I  take  the  new.  Experiment 
of  Inoculation  to  be  ^  a  Pradice  however 
skilful,  yet  brought  from  the  Mahometans 

only  j 


only  *5  no  one  Chrijlian  Nation  that  I  have 
met  with  in  all  my  Reading,  having  ever 
allow'd  it :  But,  newly  fet  up  here,  and  that 
in  a  novel  Manner  alfo,  for  we  find  it 
legitimated  by  the  Authority  of  particular 
Men  only,  without  having,  as  I  can  learn, 
any  Authority  for  it  from  the  Laws  of 
Heaven,  or  Dire&ions  about  it  from  the 
Laws  of  the  Land  •  I  fay,  as  I  can  learn, 
not  that  I  believe  any  one  elfe  can  find  it, 
but  becaufe  I  do  not  care  to  fpeak  pofitively 
in  any  thing  however  Certain :  But  I  may 
add,  that  tho5  I  have  heard  many  object 
againfl:  it,  yet  I  never  could  yet  hear  any  one 
Authority  brought  from  Scripture,  or  from 
Hiftory  to  prove  the  Legality  of  it. 

The  People  of  New  England  have  had  the 
like  Attempt  made  among  them,  whether  from 
us,  or  like  us  from  the  private  Judgment  of 
fome  Men  who  have  feen  the  Pradice  of  it 
among  the  Turks  and  Moors  \  For  I  do  not  find 
that  they  pretend  they  ever  met  with  the  Pra¬ 
ctice  before  among  any  Chriflian  Nation  that 
believed  a  Providence,  or  gave  due  Difference 
to  the  Divine  Authority  in  the  Government 
of  the  World. 

The  Small  Pox  is  known  to  be  a  Diftemper 
particularly  fatal  to  New  England ,  and  efpe- 
dally  among  the  Natives  of  America,  who 

we  call  Indians :  among  whom,  it  is  mortal 

like 


like  the  Plague,  and  often  fweeps  away 
whole  Villages,  or  Towns  of  Indians,  lea¬ 
ving  none  alive  to  bury  thofe  that  are  dead: 
yet,  even  here,  many  of  the  confcientious 
part  of  the  People  •,  I  believe,  I  might  fay  the 
moft  confcientious ,  tho*  they  would  rejoyce  at 
any  lawful  Specifick  againft  the  contagious 
mortal  Influence  of  the  faid  Diftemper  ;  yet 
generally  rejed  the  Fradice  of  this  new  invent¬ 
ed  Anticipation,  as  a  Thing  utterly  unlaw¬ 
ful  in  it  felf y  a  meer  audacious  Prefumpion 
of  the  Practitioners  there  ;  and  as  one  of  their 
Writers  fay,  a  thing  forbidden  in  Scripture, 
in  that  expr.efs  Command,  Thou  jhalt  no ? 
tempt  the  Lord  thy  God . 

It  is  true,  that  in  Things  of  this  Nature, 
we  have  no  dired  Law  limiting  the  Pradice, 
either  of  the  Operators,  or  of  the  People  on 
whom  thefe  Operations  are  to  be  wrought  * 
and  therefore,  it  is  fuggefted  that  our  People 
are  intirely  left  to  their  own  Liberty  to  ad 
in  it  as  they  lhall  think  fit :  But  I  doubt 
not  to  make  it  appear  that  it  is  quite 
otherwife-,  and  that,  tho5  there  are  no  ex- 
prefs  Laws  yet  made,  which  however,  I 
hope,  will  not  be  long  our  Cafe  •  that  yet, 
there  are  certain  obligatory  Precepts  founded 
upon,  the  Awe  of  Divine  Authority,  and  up¬ 
on  the  regard  to  the  general  Good,  which  all 
Chriftian  Nations  and  People  ought  to  guide 

them- 
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themfelves  by  which  are  binding  upon  us  j 
and  by  which  we  ought  to  fuppofe  our  felves 
to  be  Bound  againft  fuch  dangerous  Novels  as 
thefe  j  and  which  are  equal  in  themfelves  to 
Laws  j  and  ought  to  fupply  the  Deficiency, 
’till  fuch  Laws  in  ay  be  Enafted.  1  fay,  I 
doubt  not,  to  make  it  appear,  if  Men  will 
a  little  abate  their  Fondnefs  for  dangerous 
Novelties,  and  allow  themfelves  cooly  to  look 
back  on  the  Merits  and  Weight  of  what  fhall 

be  faid  on  both  Sides. 

Where  Laws  are  Silent,  Nature  and 

Religion  are  our  Judges  j  by  them  all  the  unr 
‘determin’d  Difficulties  that  prefent  themfelves 
to  us  in  any  Cafe  are  decided  and  it  would 
be  hard  to  vindicate  the  Morality  of  any 
Aclion  in  the  World  that  is  not  fupported  by 
the  Laws  of  Nature  or  of  Religion ;  to  thofe 
all  rational  Creatures  pay  a  kind  of  Homage 
equal  to  the  Obedience  due  to  the  Laws  of 
their  Country:  It  is  true,  that  fuch  is  the 
neceffary  Obedience  we  owe  to  the  Laws  and 
Conftitution  of  our  Country,  that  tho’  Na¬ 
ture  and  Religion  may  both  condemn  any 
particular  Adion,  yet  the  Magiftrate  has  no 
Power  to  condemn  or  puniffi  any  Perfon  for 
the  Fad  committed,  however  Unlawful  in  its 
own  Nature,  or  offenfive  in  Point  of  Religi¬ 
on,  if  it  is  not  a  Violation  of  fome  known 
Law  ;  But  tho’  the  Laws  of  Nature  _  and 
~  '  B,  Religion 
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Religion  may  not  impower  to  punifh  the 
Trefpafs,  they  ftrongly  guide  to  the  Obfer- 
vance  of  and  to  an  Obedience,  in  every 
juft  thing  which  they  Dired. 

There  are  many  Things  Criminal  in 
themfelves,  and  in  the  Senfe  of  Religion, 
which  it  is  true  are  not  punifhable  by  our 
Magiftrates,  becaufe  they  are  no  Breach  of 
any  particular  known  Law :  For  Example , 
A  Man  cannot  be  punifh’d  for  Infidelity,  for 
not  believing  in  God,  not  trufting  in  the 
Merits  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  like  ^  for  Ne¬ 
gatives  cannot  well  be  digefted  into  known 
Crimes  *  but  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  Reli¬ 
gion  do,  notwithftanding,  urge  all  wife  and 
good  Men  to  avoid  all  thofe  Things  that  are 
fo  Criminal  in  themfelves  :  Alfo,  where  the 
Deficiency  of  the  Laws  gives  a  kind  of  tacit 
Liberty  to  offend,  it  is,  doubtlefs,  the  Du¬ 
ty  of  every  Subjed  to  recommend  the  {ap¬ 
plying  that  Deficiency  of  the  Laws  with  all 
reafonable  Earneftnefs,  that  the  Offence  be¬ 
ing  fairly  declared  to  be  fo,  may,  as  foon  as 
poflible,  meet  with  its  due  Difcouragment, 
and  with  rumfhment  afterwards,  and  this 
tbe  Detig  oof  this  Trad. 

T  h  i  $  I  take  to  be  the  true  State  of  the 
Cafe,  with  refped  to  the  NewPradice  which 
lam  now  fpeaking  of.  Namely,  of  Inno - 
adating-  the  Small-Fox :  It  is  true,  there 

is 
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:  is  no  Law,  either  againft  the  Thing  it  feif, 
or  to  regulate  the  Practice  of  the  Men  of  Art, 

I  mean  as  to  the  Manner  or  Circumftances  of 
this  thing,  and  therefore,  what  ever  Mifcarriage 
may  happen,  the  Magiftrate  can  inflid  no 
Puniihment,  no,  nor  proceed  to  any  Cenfure 
upon  the  Opperation :  This  I  take  to  be  a 
Difficiency  in  our  Laws,  but  as  it  is  an  acci¬ 
dental  Deficiency,  rifing  fingly  from  the  No* 
velty  of  the  Offence,  fo  the  End  and  Defign 
of  this  Trad:  is,  humbly  to  recommend  it 
to  the  Legiflature  to  fill  up  this  Blank  in  the 
Conftitution,  that  no  dangerous  Novelty  may 
ftart  it  felf  up  in  our  Pradice,  and  gain  upon 
the  People  by  itsDelufion,  without  due  Pro- 
vifion  to  limit  and  check  the  Exorbitancy 
of  it,  and  either  prevent  its  Being  Criminally 
p radioed,  or  that  the  Pradice  of  it  may  be 
wholly  fupprefs’d  by  Authority. 

I  n  order  to  this,  it  feems  neceffary  to  fet 
the  Matter  in  a  clear  Light,  and  to  ftate  the 
Fad,  that  we  may  fee,  Whether  it  be  in  it 
felf  Criminal  or  no?  And  if  not  Criminal 
in  it  felf.  Whether  it  may  not  be  fo  in  its 
Circumftances,  as  it  begins  to  bepradifed,  or 
may  come  to  be  pradifed  among  us  ?  In  either 
of  which  Cafes,  I  hope  what  I  endeavour 
is  juft,  and  I  am  fure  is  the  Effed  of  a  right 
Principle,  (via s.) 

!•  B  3  I,  If 
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1.  If  it  appears  a  Criminal  Fra&ife,  and 
unlawful  in  it  felf,  as  I  verily  believe  it 
is ;  then  to  have  it  be  totally  fupprefs’d 
and  prohibited. 

2.  If  it  appears  to  be  Criminal  in  its  Cir- 
cumftances  only,  then  to  have  juft  Li¬ 
mitations  enacted,  that  the  Practife  may 
be  Regulated,  and  the  Criminal  Part  pre¬ 
vented  or  prohibited. 

That  the  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  have  ta¬ 
ken  upon  them,  to  judge  and  determin  this 
Matter  for  us,  as  it  were  by  a  kind  of  Dog- 
matick  Authority  of  their  own,  which  as  I  may 
tell  them,  they  have  no  Pecedent  to  juftify, 
and  no  Law  to  defend,  I  doubt  not  but  will  be 
made  plain  j  as  alfothat  they  have  taken  upon 
them  to  be  Judges  in  their  own  Cafe,  \vhich 
is  utterly  wrong,  and  is  a  very  great  Teftimo- 
ny  of  the  Juftice,  and  Neceffity  of  what  is 
Praclifed  in  moft  Nations  in  Europe,  Namely, 
that  be  no  Men  allow’d  to  praftife  Phyfick  or 
Surgery,  without  a  Licenfe  from  the  Go¬ 
vernment  j  which  on  the  other  Hand,  fhould 
not  be  granted  but  upon  good  and  juft  Foun¬ 
dations,  whereof  thefe  are  feme. 

i.  That 
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1.  That  every  Practitioner  fhould 
conform  to  the  Rules,  which  the  faid  Go¬ 
vernment  prefcribe  them }  and  if  any 
of  them  tranfgrefs,  they  fhould  be  lia¬ 
ble  to  be  called  to  an  account,  and 
punifhed. 

2.  T  h  A  t  no  ignorant,  unquallify’d 
Pretenders  to  Art  fhould  be  Licenfed 
at  all  j  feeing  indeed,  that  almoft  all  the 
dangerous  Experiments  of  this  kind  are 
made  by  thofe  who  may  juftly  come  un¬ 
der  the  Denomination  of  ignorant,  and 
Pretenders. 

I  t  is  an  unhappy  Truth,  that  no  Nations, 
in  the  World  has  more  Need  of,  andOccafion 
for  good  Phyficians,  and  able  Surgeons  then 
thefe  of  Greet  Britain ,  and  Ireland  j  and  I 
doubt  I  may  add,  without  danger  of  being 
Contradided,  that  no  Nations  in  Chriftendom 
abound  fo  much  with  Quacks,  Mounte¬ 
banks,  and  half  taught  Practitioners  in  Phy- 
fick  and  Surgery,  befides  Clofet  Phar¬ 
macy,  Ladies,  and  old  Women,  fuch  as  we 
may  indeed,  call  Charity  Doctors,  who  do 
Mifchief*  for  God  fake,  and  ruin  the  poor 
People  in  the  abundance  of  their  Chriftian 
Companion. 

It 
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It  was  but  a  little  while  ago  that  We  had 
a  famous  Knighted  Occulijl ,  who  did  wonders, 
couch’d  Chatrads,  undertook  all  Diftempers 
of  the  Eyes  3  nay,  fet  forth  a  Book  Of  the 
Difeafes  of  Opticks,  and  as  was  notorioufly 
known,  was  bred  a  Tumbler,  advanc’d  to  a 
Fiddler,  and  his  higheft  improvement  was 
Plaifter-  maker  to  a  Mountebank  •  and  to  affift 
this  juft  Character  of  his  Abilities,  he  could 
neither  Write  or  Read,  and  hardly  knew  when  a 
Book  was  open  Before  him,  whether  it  was 
Bottom  upwards  or  no. 

How  is  the  Number  of  Surgeons,  or  at  leaft 
the  Pradife  of  Phyficrans,  and  Surgeons  now 
encreas’d,  by  the  diftrefs’d  Patients  which  conae 
out  of  the  Hands  of  thofe  Pretenders  >  How 
many  Wounds  mortify  for  want  of  timely 
Applications  under  the  tampering  Fingers  of 
the  charitable  good  Women,  who  handle  the 
Poor  fo  ill,  and  keep  them  fo  Jong,  till  they 
are  really  Incurable,  even  by  Art  it  felf  >  fo 
that  they  go  out  of  the  World,  bewailing  the 
Charity  of  their  Benefadors,  who,  had  they 
been  timely  put  into  the  Hands  of  skilful 
Surgeons,  and  able  Phyficians  would  have 
been  healed  with  little  difficulty  > 

T  hi  s  is  a  large  Field,  and  has  been  of¬ 
ten  look’d  into,  tho’  the  Evil  is  ftill  unredi- 
fy'd  •  neither  has  our  Ligiflature  at  any  time 
eftablilh’d  any  fufficient  Regulations  to  go¬ 
vern 
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vern  and  prevent  it :  But  were  all  thefe  Pre¬ 
tenders,  and  Quacks  to  fuffer  for  the  Pati¬ 
ents  they  kill,  there  would  be  more  Caution 
us’d,  or  we  {hould  fee  fome  Hundreds  of  our 
Mountebanks  fent  to  the  Gallows,  as  they 
richly  deferve. 

But  now  as  if  not  content  with  the  Mif- 
chief  they  are  already  capable  of  doing, 
as  if  it  was  not  enough,  that  they  had  the 
Lives  and  Limbs  of  the  poor  People  fo  much 
in  their  Hands,  or  which  is  worfe,  as  if  the 
People  of  this  Nation  were  not  faft  enough, 
and  foon  enough  vifited  :  Behold  !  here  is  a 
new  Step  taken  by  the  Men  of  Art  to  antici¬ 
pate  a  Difeafe,  and  one  of  the  moft  loathfome, 
and  dangerous  Kind,  and  to  bring  it  upon  us 
before  our  Time  :  The  Pretence  is  that  they 
will  bring  it  on  in  a  degree  not  Dangerous, 
and  thereby  prevent  its  coming  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  Courfe  with  its  ufual  hazard  of  Life 
and  Death,  the  lawfulnefs  of  which,  and  of 
the  feveral  Circumftances  attending  it,  is  the 
Thing  now  in  Queftion. 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  Calculation  of  the 
Proportion  between  thofe  who  have  the 
Small-Pox ,  and  die  of  it,  and  thofe  who  e- 
fcape:  This  is  certain,  and  lies  againft  them. 


j.  Thai 
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i .  T  h  a  T  many  Thoufands  go  thro’  a  long 
Scene  of  Health,  and  live  to  a  good 
old  Age,  and  never  have  the  Small-Pox 
at  all. 

2  .  Many  Thoufands  die  of  other  Diftempers, 
without  ever  having  the  Small-Pox  at  all. 

g .  Millions  may  be  faid  to  be  now  living, 
who  had  them  with  Safety,  are  got  o- 
ver  it,  and  have  felt  very  little  Incon¬ 
veniences  by  it. 

And,  4 ihly.  Many  of  thofe  on  whom 
this  dangerous  Experiment  is  made,  do, 
and  will  always  mifcarry  of  it  ,  and  if 
many  do  now,  as  is  Evident  when  the 
Operation  is  perform’d  only  bythemoft 
skilful  Hands,  and  under  the  Infp  eclion 
of  the  beft  Phyficians,  How  many  may 
we  fuppofe  will  be  the  Difafters  when  the 
Praflife  fhal!  come  into  common  Hands, 
and  when  there  fhall  be  as  many  Quack 
Jnnoculators ,  as  there  are  now  Clap  Do* 
dors,  and  Mountebanks. 

But  neither  is  this  the  main  Objection  that 
I  have  to  make  in  the  Cafe  ^  tho5  in  this  One, 
by  a  fair  Calculation,  I  firmly  believe  the  Good 

will 
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will  not  Counterbalance  tbe  Evil  j  but  of 
this,  I  Iball  fpeak  again  by  and  by. 

I  Come  next  to  fay  a  little  of  the  Moral- 
lity  of  this  Practife  j  I  remember  a  Story  of  a 
Mountebank  in  France  famous  for  his  Or- 
Vietan,  or  Antidote  to  expel  Poifon,  who 
caufing  his  Merry  Andrew ,  or  fome  fuch  Servant 
to  take  Poifon  upon  the  Stage,  to  a  degree  that 
mu  ft  invitably  kill  him  in  a  few  Minutes,  and 
expofing  him  to  the  People,  ashefwell’d  and 
began  to  move  on  towards  infallible  Death, 
the  Doftor  put  his  Hand  in  his  Bag  to  pull  out 
his  famous  Orvietan,  but  found  to  his 
Surprife,  his  Man  had  forgot  to  put  it  in  a- 
mong  his  other  Preparations,  or  had  by  Miftake 
put  up  fomething  elfe  in  its  room,  and  before 
it  was  poflible  that  a  Meffenger,  with  the  ut- 
mofl  Speed  could  fetch  it,  poor  Jack-Pud¬ 
ding  was  quite  dead,  or  fo  far  gone  as  to  be 
paft  Recovery. 

Whether  it  was  a  lawful  Aftion  for  this 
Man  to  give  the  poor  Fellow  the  Poifon  on  a 
Dependance  upon  his  fallible  Art  to  Cure 
him,  judge  ye. 

I  Will  allow  the  Cafes  are  not  exadly  Paf- 
ralel,  but  they  differ  in  nothing  more  than  the 
poffibility  of  the  Opperator  having  forgotten, 
cr  omitted  to  fearch  for  his  Antidote ,  before 
he  save  the  Poifon;  and  the  like  PolTibilities, 

C  tho* 
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iho*  of  different  Kinds,  which  may  happen 
in  the  Cafe  of  Inocularion.  I  leave  the  infe¬ 
rence  to  every  common  Judgment. 

Sicknesses  and  Difeafes  are  the  Ayer- 
fions  of  Nature  ,  they  are  a  Paft  of  the  great 
Sentence  of  Mortality,  pad  upon  Mankind 
at  the  Fall  of  Adam  :  For  they  are  a  Part  of 
Death,  and  have  in  them  a  Tendency  to  the 
Grave,  in  the  very  Nature  of  the  Thing* 
When  Difeafes  attack  us,  they  are  our  Af¬ 
flictions,  and  wife  and  good  Men  efteetn  them 
as  Afliftions  fent  By  the.  imMffi&tb  Hand  of 
God  in  Judgment,  or  in  Punifmnent,  for  our 
Offences  againft  Heaven  :  Hoiv  we  can  pre¬ 
fume  Ito  ufe  any  Art, to  bring  Difeafes  upon 
our  Selves,  on  Prefuinption  of  bur  Abilty  to 
Cure  them,  is,  what  I  confefs  I  do  not  under* 
ftand- 

We  read  of  a  Gentleman  in  Germany  whofe 
Leggs  were  crooked,  and  who  was  fo  u'neafy 
at  it,  that  he  fent.  for  the  molt  skilful  Surge¬ 
ons  in  the  Country,  to  confider  what  Courfe 
to  take  with  them :  They  told  him  there  was 
no  w  ay  but  to.  break  the  Bones  of  both  his 
Legs,  and  that  then  they  could  engage  to  Set 
them  again  (trait  *  this  it  feems  he  fubmitted 
to,  but  by  what  wrong  Contexture  of  the 
Body  I  know  not,  they  could  not  with  all 
their  Art,  put  the  Bones  into  any  better  Po- 
fture  than  they  had  been  in  already,  but  that 


[  )9  ] 

really  the  Legs  were,  if  poffible,  more  crooked 
than  they  were  before,  and  the  Man  was  a 
Cripple  all  his  Days, 

This  was,  I  muft  think,  a  tempting  God, 
and  was  in  it  felf,  a  Prefumption  in  the  higheft 
Degree  •  and  had  it  been  ..made  impoflible  to 
have  Set  them  at  all,  the  Man  muft  have  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  Pland  of  God’s  Juftice 


gerous  Difeafeupon  the  Body,  on  Pretence  that 
he  does  not  bring  it  on  in  a  dangerous  Man¬ 
ner,  i$  in  my  Opinion  running  the  Man  thro5 
on  purpofe  to  Cure  him,  and  doing  a  thing, 
which  I  fee  no  Authority  in  Scripture  for. 
Besides  this,  let  us  bring  this  Praftice  to 
the  Bar  of  Confcience;  there  feems  fo  vifiblea 
Preftimption  in  the  Operation,  as  in  my  O- 
pinion  muft  ftiock  the  Courage  of  any  ferious 
thinking  Man  •  I  fpeak  not  of  fuch  as  think 
themfelves  out  of  all  Religion,  that  think  away 
both  their  Faith  and  Profeffion  f/that  Reafon 
themfelves,  even  out  of  the  Ordinary  belief 
of  Divine  Principles,  and  Work  themfelves  up 
to  Atheifm.  by  the  Power  of  their  corrupted 
Underftandings}  who  crown  their  Faculties 
in  the  room  of  their  Confcience,  and  fet  Rea¬ 
fon  upon  the  Throne  of  God  \  let  thofe  that 
are  harden’d  in  Atheiftic  Notions  affront  God, 

C  2  and; 


was  very  Righteous  upon  him,  howev< 
heavy. 

For.  a  Phyfician  or  Surgeon  to  bring  a  dai 
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and  prefume  upon  what  they  will,  let  them 
Inoculate  and  be  Inoculated,  and  wait  the  E- 
vent  •  but  I  fpeak  of,  and  1  hope  fpeak  to  Men 
who  may  be  call’d  Chriftians,  who  have  the 
Eternal  being  before  their  Eyes,  who  Reve¬ 
rence  the  Soveraignty  of  his  Providence,  and 
yeild  to  his  Government  in  the  minuteft  Af¬ 
fairs  of  Life  *  believing  the  Power  as  well  as 
the  Right  of  Retribution  to  be  in  him,  and 
that  as  he  is  infinitely  Juft,  he  can  deal  with 
the  moft  Audacious  of  his  Creatures  in  a 
manner  as  they  dare  not  abide. 

O  f  fuch  Men,  I  may  ask, how  they  would  be 
able  to  bear  the  Reproaches  of  their  own  Con¬ 
fidences,  and  the  juft  Reflections  upon  the  Pre- 
fumption  of  fuch  a  thing  as  this,  in  Cafe  of  a 
Mifcarriage  ?  If  they  believe  that  the  Secret  in- 
vifible  Power  of  Heaven  influences  every  Aftion 
of  Life,  as  moft  certainly  is  the  Cafe,  How 
cap  they  fatisfy  themfelves  thus,  to  take  the 
Work  out  of  his  Hands,  and  dare  to  bring  a 
Diftemper  upon  any  particular  Perfon,  upon 
Preemption  that  it  fhall  come  only  in  fuch, and 
fuch  a  manner,  or  to  fuch  and  fuch  a  degree  ? 
And  when  they  find  that  Heaven  has  defeated 
their  Skill,  and  has  ftruck  the  vifited  Perfon 
with  Death  :  How  can  the  Phyfician  or  Sur¬ 
geon,  or  Perfon  dimming  it,  avoid  faying. 
Upon  me  he  thy  Hand ,  0  Righteous  God ,  for 
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gs  for  thefe  innocent  Lambs ,  what  have  they 
done  ! 

For  the  Doftor  to  fay,  that  the  Difeafe  fhall 
not  go  any  dangerous  Length,  that  the  Body 
fhall  be  duly  prepared  for  it,  and  the  like  ;  what 
Language  is  this  for  Chriftians  ?  ’Tis  faid  of 
King  Herod ,  God  Jlruck  him  with  a  loathfome 
Difeafe.  Difeafes  are  the  Stroke  of  Heaven; 
the  Small-Pox  is  Flagellum  Dei ,  fhall  Man 
^  prefume  to  ftrike  himfelf  with  it,  and  then 
fay  I  will  ftrike  but  gently,  and  I  will  Cure 
it  immediately,  or  it  fhall  want  no  Cure  >  Sup- 
pofe  Divine  Vengeance  juftly  provok’d  by  the 
infult,  fhould  ftrike  Home,  and  the  Patient 
fink  at  once,  as  it  muft  do  in  fuch  a  Cafe, 
and  as  we  fee  it  has  done  :  What  anguifh  of 
Mind,  muft  the  Reflection  bring  with  it  where 
there  is  a  due  Senfe  of  the  Offence  given  ?  I 
fay,  I  fpeak  this  to  Men  under  the  juft  awe  of 
the  Government  of  Providence  in  the  World, 
and  who  fubieft  their  Souls,  as  all  Men  ought 
to  do  to  the  righteous  Difpofition  of  Heaven, 
believing  that  he  who  made  the  World  guides 
it,  and  fees,  and  knows  every  Action  of  Life, 
not  fuffering  a  Hairof  the  Head  to  fall  with¬ 
out  his  Permiffion  or  Appointment, 

Again,  let  us  bring  this  Practice  to  the 
Bar  of  Scripture,  if  there  is  an  appointed  time 
for  all  Events  ;  if  Life  is  a  limited  Circle, 
out  of  which  we  cannot  aft,  and  beyond, 

which 
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which  we  cannot  exid  :  Why  then  we  can 
neither  prevent  its  Periodical  Crijis ,  or  antici¬ 
pate  it,  and  to  talk  of  bringing  on  a  Didemper, 
fo  that  it  fhall  not  kill,  is  an  Abfurdity  fo 
grofs,  that  it  looks  like  affaulting  Heaven,  and 
taking  its  Darts  out  of  his  Hand,  as  if  a  Per- 
fon  being  appointed  to  die  *  Man  (hall  fay  to 
his  Maker,  you  (hall  not  kill  him,  or  you  fhall 
not  kill  him  with  this  Weapon  :  One  way  it 
inuft  fugged,  that  Heaven  has  no  other  Sword 
to  flay  with;  that  he  cannot  execute  his 
own  Decrees,  his  own  Way ;  that  a  infolent 
Surgeon,  or  a  bold  daring  Phyfician ,  fhould  take 
the  Edge  off  of  this  Sword,  or  the  Point  off  of 
this  Dart,  and  tell  Heaven  to  it’s  Face,  that 
if  the  Man  mud  die,  he  mud  find  feme  other 
Weapon  to  kill  him,  for  this  is  rendered  Ufe- 
Jefs  and  Unperforming ;  horrid  Infolence !  and 
in  itfelf  monderous  abfurdity. 

I  f  the  Divine  Decrees  determine  the  Life 
of  Man,  as  no  Man  can  fay  they  do  not, 
they,  doubtlefs  alfo,  determine  the  Means 
and  Manner ;  and  would  it  not  be  both  impi¬ 
ous  to  think  of  being  able  to  Enervate  the 
Almighty  Arm,  and  by  Anticipation  contra¬ 
dict  the  unalterable  Decree? 

I  remember  an  eminent  Phyfician  in  Lon- 
don ,  yet  fo  hearden’d  an  Athiefk ,  that  coming 
to  a  Patient,  to  whom  he  had  adminidred 
feme  Phyfick,  he  ask’d  her,  how  fire  was,  and 

if 
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if  it  had  done  her  any  Good  ?  She  anfwer’d, 
lifting  up  her  Eyes  moil  feriouily  to  Heaven, 
Tes,  Doftor,  tlejfed  be  God ,  it  has  cicred  me, 
God  has  blejfed your  Medicines ,  and  I  am  cured, » 
The  impious  Wretch  retun’d,.  Prethee  don’t 
tell  me  of  God  Bleffing  it,  I  tell  you,  it  would 
have  cured  you,  whether  God  Bleffed  it, 
or  no.  The  poor  Lady  was  glad  of  thi 
Cure,  but  fo  fhock’d  with  the  infolent,  pro¬ 
fane  Creature  of  a  Doctor,  that  fhe  never 
im ploy’d  him  more.' 

Now,  to  bring  this  Story  down  to  out 
Gafe,  can  we  believe  this  Inoculation  to  be  a 
thing  we  can  expeft  God’s  Bleffing  upon,  or 
do  our  Opperators  fay  with  the  Dodor  above, 
that  it  fliall  have  its  Effect,  whether  God 
Blefs  it  or  no?  If  it  be  true,  as  Chrifiians 
undoubtedly  believe,  that  every  Cure  is 
wrought  by  God’s  Bleffing  on  the'  Medicine, 
which  may  be  applyM }  then  no  Medicine 
ought  to  be  ufed,  no  Application,  no  Method 
of  Cure,  but  fuch  as  God’s  Bleffing  may  be 
ask’d,  and  expected  upon ;  But  what  Bleffing 
can  we  ask,  upon  a  wilful  bringing  a  Dif- 
eafe  upon  our  felves,  before  Heaven  thought 
fit  to  inflid  it  ? 

I T  is  fai'd,  in  Defence,  that  it  is  Hot  pofi- 
tively  bringing  the  Diftemper  on,  with  a  pur- 
pofe  to  heal  it  •,  but  putting  Nature  into  a  Dif- 
pofition  to  fuffer  the  fame  Fermentation,  which 

‘  it 
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it  fuffers  in  the  ordinary  Diftemper  of  tha 
Small-Pox ,  without  any  Convultions  ordange- 
rous  Symtoms  in  which  the  Perfons  often  ex¬ 
pire,  in  the  ufual  Courfe  of  the  Diftemper^ 
that  the  ordinary  Diftemper,  would  be  far 
lefs  dangerous  than  it  now  is,  could  the  Phyfi- 
cian  know  when  it  would  come  on,  that  fo  they 
might  make  the  fame  Preparations,  and  put 
the  Body  into  the  fame  Difpofitions;  and 
they  plead  much  the  Lawfulnefs  of  bringing 
on  the  Diftemper,  from  the  Certainty  of  the 
Cure,  or  as  they  chufe  to  call  it }  the  Certain¬ 
ty  of  its  being  of  a  kindly  and  moderate  Sort* 
and  without  any  Malignancy  *5  without  the  Fea- 
ver,  without  other  Inflammations,  and  dange¬ 
rous  Confluence  of  the  Puftules,  which  are  fo 
fatal  in  the  ufual  Procefs  of  the  Diftemper* 

I  could  fay  more  to  the  religious  Part,  were 
my  Bufinefs  principally  to  argue  againft  the  Mo- 
rallity  of  the  Practice,  But  I  fhall  take  them  by 
another  Handle,  for  I  much  queftion  whether 
the  Advocates  for  the  Operation  will  give  a  due 
Weight  to  allow  the  Confideration  of  its  being 
Criminal  in  the  Sight  of  God,  and  an  Affront 
to  the  Wifdom  of  Heaven,  and  an  Invafion  of 
his  Sovereignty  :  We  live  in  a  Day  when 
thefe  Things  are  too  much  taught  at,  and 
look’d  upon  as  ridiculous ,  and  when  to  ob¬ 
ject  from  fuch  Principles,  is  counted  Enthu- 
fiaftick,  and  confequently  not  worth  Notice. 

But 
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B  a  T  to  fpeak  to  the  Allegations  of  the 
Operators,  there  would  be  no  End  of  Deba¬ 
ting  the  Probability  of  Succefs  in  the  Ope¬ 
ration,  but  Demonftration  puts  and  End  to 
Argument  fome  do  Mifcarry  \  the  late  Earl 
of  Sunderland* 's  Son  is  a  melancholly  Example, 
and  many  in  New  England  have  mifearried. 

This  tnuft  be  either  from  a  Deficiency  in 
the  Preparations,  or  the  Unskilfulnefs  of  the 
Operator  •  but  fome  fay,  and  I  doubt  his  too 
true,  that  ’tisfrom  animpofibility  of  knowing 
when  thofe  Preparations  are  fufficient,  when 
the  Difpofitions  to  be  made  are  fuch  as  will 
be  Effectual  *  if  this  is  uncertain,  and  can 
only  be  guefs’d  at,  let  the  World  judge  what 
a  lamentable  piece  of  guefs  Work  this  is,  and 
whether  the  rifque  of  Life  is  fit  to  be  run, 
where  the  Foundation  is  but  Suppofitions  at 
b  eft. 

If  there  were  a  certainty,  none  would 
Mifcarry,  and  then  there  would  be  no  hazard, 
but  if  there  is  not  a  certainty,  then  are  the 
Lives  of  all  thofe  on  whom  this  dreadful  Ex¬ 
periment  is  made  ventured,  and  laid  at  Stake 
upon  the  uncertain  Opinion  of  the  Perfon 
intruded  with  the  Operation,  and  upon  his 
Angle  Opinion  the  Patient  hazards,  and  per¬ 
haps  lofes  his  Life,  or  the  Parent  lofes  the 
Life  of  his  Child,  and  the  like,, 
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i  Confess  I  never  found  Phyficians  or 
Surgeons  equally  Cautious  of  the  Patients  ha¬ 
zard  in  their  making  Experiments  }  I  fay  not 
equally  with  the  Parent  themfelves,  did  they 
know  the  Danger,  but  rather  forward  to  per- 
fwade  the  Patients,  or  their  anxious  Relatives 
out  of  their  Apprehenfions,  and  encourage 
th  em  to  venture,  what  they  would  never  ven¬ 
ture,  did  they  know  the  Danger  as  much 
as  the  Operators  do  :  But  I  have  often 
met  with  Phyficians,  and  Surgeons,  alfo  have 
gone  with  heavy  Hearts  for  the  Mifcarriage  of 
their  Operations,  and  for  their  being  too  wil¬ 
ling  to  put  the  Life  of  their  Patient  in  hazard, 
and  this  when  it  has  been  too  late  to  retrieve 
the  Lofs. 

I T  is  Evident  in  the  Cafe  before  us,  that 
tho’  it  may  be  T rue,  and  the  Preparations  and 
Difpofitions  which  the  Operator  makes  are  of¬ 
ten  fufficient  to  preferve  the  Patient,  and  to 
enervate  the  Force  of  the  Difiemper,  as  above, 
and  yet  they  cannot  affirm  pcfiitively  that  it 
will  be  fo  •,  and  I  dare  fay  that  if  a  Law  was 
made  that  every  Surgeon  that  Inoculated  the 
Small-Pox  upon  any  Perfon  fhould  be  hang’d 
if  the  Patient  mifearried,  there  would  not  be 
One  of  them  would  venture ;  I  do  not  fay, 
fuch  a  Law  can,  or  ought  to  be  made,  but  I 
argue  from  it,  that  the  Operators  have  no 
certain  Ernie  by  which  they  can  allure  them¬ 
felves 
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felves,  that  the  Patient  is  fufficiently  prepa¬ 
red  to  fuffer  the  Shock  of  the  Diftemper,  and 
yet  there  is  not  fo  great  an  Injuftice  in  the 
Propofal  neither  as  may  appear  at  firft  Sight  ^ 
for  if  the  Surgeon  will  not  hazard  his  Life, 
who  is  paid  for  it,  why  fhould  the  Patient 
hazard  his  Life,  that  is  in  full  Health,  and 

has  no  need  of  it.  _  ,, 

All  the  anfwer  to  this  is,  the  Patients  re¬ 
ceives  the  greater  Benefit,  being  deliver  d  from 
the  Anxiety  of  being  attack’d  by  fo  Potent  an 
Adverfaryat  a  Time  when  we  may  not  be  in 
a  Condition  to  fuflain  the  Attack,  and  being 
allur’d  that  he  fhall  for  ever  after  be  freed  from 
that  Danger. 

But  this  is  a  notorious  beging  the  Que^ 
ftion,  and  indeed  is  Contradicted  by  the  Mat¬ 
ter  of  Fad  •,  and  I  am  inform’d  that  we  juft 
now  in  One  of  our  Hofpitals  have  an  emi¬ 
nent  Confutation  of  this  Prefumption,  where 
the  Operation  of  Inoculating  the  Small-Pox 
has  been  Practis’d  for  the  fake  of  the  Experi* 
ment  on  a  Perfoti  who  had  vifible  Teftiraoriy 
in  his  Face,  of  his  having  had  them  to  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  Degree  fome  Years  before  }  but 
Upon  the  Inoculation  had  them  again  as  vio¬ 
lently  as  before,  and  yet  the  Inoculation  was 
made  from  the  moft  gentle  and  moderate  Kind 
of  the  Small-Pox  that  could  be  procur’d. 

D  2  This 
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This  Account  I  have  attefled  from  a  Per- 
fon  of  undoubted  Veracity,  and  alfo  of  Ex¬ 
perience  in  Phyfick  for  40  Years. 

I  F  then  they  neither  are  certain  of  the  Suc- 
cefs  of  the  Operation  it  felf,  but  that  Patient 
may  Mifcarry  under  the  Operation, nor  certain 
that  the  Patient  may  not  have  the  Piftemper 
again  after  it  has  fucceeded,  what  is  it  the  poor 
Patient  fuffers,  and  for  what  does  he  run  this 
Kifque  >  Is  it  to  bring  a  new  Practice  upon 
the  Stage,  and  encreafe  the  Number  of  iPhy- 
ficians,  is  it  to  encourage  the  Men  of  Art,  and 
find  Bufinefs  for  them,  I  mu  ft  fay  in  that  Cafe 
the  Play  is  fcarce  worth  the  Candle.  I  honour 
the  Profeilion  as  much  as  becomes  me,  and 
far  from  offering  any  thing  unworthy  to  the 
Practitioners  ■  themfejves  }  but  this  is  too  great 
a  Complement  to  pay,  they  thou  Id  neither 
grow  Wife  or  Rich  at  fuchan  Expence  as  this, 
let  their  Experiments  be  made  upon  other 
Foundations  that  of  Life,  and  upon,  other 
Species  of  God’s  Creatures  than  their  Fellow 
Creatures  ,  let  them  get  by  fair  Practice  my 
blefling,  my  Bleffing  be  with  them,  but  if 
they  come  to  put  upon  us  in  fo  grofs  a  Man¬ 
ner  as  this,  ’tis  uafufterable,  and  they  mult  ex- 
cufe  us. 


A  d  a  in,  I  cannot  think  that  the  Riqfue  of  th 
Small-Pox  is  fo  great,  or,  the  Difeafe  fo  frightful. 
In  the  ordinary  way  of  Providence,  that  People 
fcould  thus  hurry  themfelves  into  fuch  an  extra¬ 
ordinary 


ordinary  Operation  to  fecure  themfelves  from  the 
Fear  of  it*,  efpecially  feeing  they  cannot  fay, 
they  really  and  effectually  fecure  themfelves  by 
it  neither :  Take  the  SmalLPox  as  it  ordinarily 
viiits  Families,  fome  Tears ,  indeed ,  it  is  more  fatal 
than  in  others  5  but,  as  I  have  obferv’d  above, 
many  live  to  a  great  Age,  and  never  have  it  at  alb, 

I  have  met  with  whole  Families  of  People  that 
never  had  it  in  the  whole  Houfe  •  and  fome  not 
in  a  whole  Race  *,  of  thole  who  have  it,  how  ma¬ 
ny  whole  Families  of  Children  have  it  round,  and 
not  one  mifcarry  ?  And  if  I  was  to  make  a  Calcu¬ 
lation,  I  believe,  I  might  anfwer  for  it,  that 
through  out  the  Nation,  not  One  in  Fifty,  of 
thofe  who  have  the  Diftemper  die  of  it*,  and 
others  tell  me,  not  above  One  of  an  Hundred :  I 
queftion  much,  whether  our  Inoculators  would  An¬ 
fwer  for  the  fame  Proportion  among  their  Pati¬ 
ents  :  I  do  not  believe  they  have  yet  Inoculated 
an  Hundred  in  the  whole  Nation  *,  and,  I  think. 
Three  of  them  are  known  to  have  mifcarry’d  and 
died  *,  befides,  fome  that  being  Inoculated  had 
none  of  the  Diftemper  follow’d  it,  nor  could 
have  any  fuch  thing  as  the  Samll-Pox  brought  out 
upon  them. 

I  f  then,  the  Rifque  of  the  Diftem  per  is  no 
more,  than  as  above,  fome  Phyflcians  fay,  that 
if  new  Methods  were  taken,  the  Diftemper  it  felf 
would  be  lefs  Mortal  than  it  is:  What  then  is 
all  this  Stir  about  ?  Why,  the  People  hurry’ d  in¬ 
to  a  Method  fo  abhcr’d,  by  fome  fo  fhocking,  to 
many  fo  unwelcome,  fo  difagreeable,  and  in  the 
Opinion  of  many  fo  unlawful?  The  Novelty 
feems  not  to  pleafe  at  all,  as  Novelties  ufually 
do  *,  there  is  fomething  Ihocking  in  it  to  Nature, 
much  to  Ileafon,  and  much  more  to  Conference. 

I  T 
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I  t  tfiight  Be  ask'd  here,  How  comes  it  to  pafS, 
that  this  Piece  of  Art  has  made  fo  large  a  Stride 
at  once,  as  from  Turkey  to  England,  without 
making  _  any  Stop,  or,  at  lealk  meeting  any 
Entertainment  in  the  other  Wife,  and  Learned 
Countries  of  Europe  which  lye  between  ?  The 
Trench are  noted  at  this  Time  for  having  thebeft 
Phylicians,  and  the  beft  Surgeons  in  Europe  -y  and 
they  are  lent  for  on  extraordinary  Occasions,  to 
all  the  Princes  of  Europe  :  How  comes  it  to  pals, 
that  they  have  not  yet  embrac'd  this  Art  as  well 
as  we,  or,  rather  before  us  ?  The  Small- Pom  has 
been  as  fatal  to  them .  and  particularly  to  their 
Quality,  to  the  Princes,  Princes  and  Nobility  of 
Trance ,  and  yet  they  never  approv’d  this  Ope¬ 
ration,  at  leaft  we  have  not  heard  of  it.  I 
have  heard  that  the  Venetian  Phylicians  had,  fomfr 
time  ago  enter’d  upon  Practice,  but  that  it  was 
condemn’d  by  the  Clergy  as  impious  •  I  will  not 
affirm  that  it  was  fo,  but  in  Ihort,  fomething 
Extraordinary  muft  be  the  Cafe  ^  for  as  the  Ve¬ 
netians  and  Italians ,  are  fo  near  Conjlantinople , 
where  the  Turkijh  Phylicians  ordinarily  practice 
it,  they  can  not  be  ignorant  of  it  *  and  their 
Phylicians  and  Surgeons,  would  certainly,  long 
ago  have  put  it  in  Practice,  if  they  had  not  had 
lome  particular  Reafon  againft  it. 

Neither  is  it  practiced  in  Spain,  Italy ,  Ger¬ 
many,  or  Poland ,  as  I  have  heard  of  *,  what  may 
be  the  particular.  Reafons  why  thofe  Countries 
all  reject  it,  that  I  cannot  account  for,  any  more 
than  1  can  for  its  being  thus  eagarly  receiv’d  in 
our  Country,  unlefs  it  be  the  exceeding  Pailion 
we  have  for  Novelties  of  any  Kind,  ’tis  fome¬ 
thing  hard  we  fhould  Entertain  any  thing  of  a 
Novelty  as  fuch,  at  fo  great  an  Expen  ce^  at  fo 
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great  a  Hazard,  paying  for  our  Curiofiry,  with 
the  Expence  of  at  leaft  the  Health,  if  not  the 
Life  of  our  Friends  and  Relations. 

There  is  another  thing  in  the  Circumftances 
of  the  Operation,  which  deferves  our  Coniide- 
ration,  and  that  is, ‘that  is  generally  executed  by 
Parents  which  are  Guardians  of  our  Pofterity  up¬ 
on  little  Infants  of  two  and  three  Year  old  •  fuch 
as  are  not  able  to  give  their  Allen ts  or  Diffents 
to  the  thing,  tho1  their  own  Lives  are  the  hazard 
of  the  Experiment.  Now  we  are  not  only  ac¬ 
countable  to  God  for  the  Lives  of  all  thofe  that 
are  committed  to  our  Charge  but  we  are  parti¬ 
cularly  accountable  to  the  Common  Wealth  for 
our  Conduct  in  the  Management  of  our  Chil¬ 
dren,  and  as  we  may  not  Injure  them  5  fo  it  can¬ 
not  be  reafonable  wefhould  determine  the  Rifque 
of  their  Lives  for  them,  when  they  have  no 
Power  to  give  their  Negative. 

This  is  indeed  no  lefs  than  an  abfolute  Power 
exerciled  over  them  fuch  as  our  Laws  do  not  in¬ 
deed  meddle  with  but  the  Laws  of  Heaven  are 
plain  in  it,  that  we  iliould  not  do  to  others  what 
we  would  not,  that  in  like  Cafe  they  ihould  do 
by  us. 


,  T  h  e  Scripture  Laws  indeed  may  be  laid  to 
give  the  Parent  a  Power  over  the  Lives,  and 
Welfare  of  their  Children  ^  but  then  that  was  in 
tae  Patriarchal  Government,  and  in  the  Youth 
of  the  World,  the  Parent  then  being  the  natu¬ 
ral  Sovereign  of  his  whole  Family.  But  fince 
the  World  has_  encreas'd,  and  equitable  Laws 
take  Place  in  Government,  for  the  good  of  Socie¬ 
ty.  I  lay  lince  thus  the  Cafe  is  alter’d  very  much 
and  now  there  is  a  Juft  ice  due  to  our  Children* 
which  we  ought  not  to  deny  them,  and  oupht 
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to  make  Confcience  of  the  Performances  of  it* 
and  this  is  in  particular  among  others,  not  to  ex- 
pofe  them  to  Hazards,  while  they  are  unable 
to  Chufe  or  Diftingaifli  for  themfelves ;  Nor  to  do 
any  thing  by  them,  or  with  them  in  their  Infan¬ 
cy,  which  we  cannot  Anfwer  to  them,  and  to 
our  felves,  when  they  come  of  Age  :  Now  how 
we  can  juftify  the  putting  this  Rifque  upon  our 
Children  in  their  Infancy,  when  they  cannot 
Judge  for  themfelves,  and  have  no  Negative 
Voice^  in  their  own  behalf,  is  worth  recom¬ 
mending  to^every  Chriftian  to  Conlider,  and  e- 
fpecially  what  Peace  they  would  have  in  their 
own  Minds  in  Cafe  of  a  Mifcarriage. 

Our  Operators  reply  to  this,  that  it  is  for  the 
good  of  Children  •,  that  it  is  certainly  done  with 
a  good  Defign  that  we  are  accountable  for  no 
more,  and  that  their  Lives  are  many  other  ways 
put  into  our  Hands  as  Parents,  in  w  lich  we  have 
all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  tobefatisfy’d  with  our 
endeavours  for  their  Advantage,  and  having  ailed 
with  a  fincere  Intention,  that  the  Adminiftrati- 
on  of  Phyfick  to  our  Children  is  the  fame  thing, 
particularly  giving  them  Vomits,  which  is  a  vio¬ 
lence  upon  Nature,  and  making  them  Heart  lick, 
in  order  to  be  well  :  Nay,  is  a  putting  Nature  in¬ 
to  extremity  of  Sicknefs  till  the  Stomach  falling 
into  Con vuliions, call  up  all  that  was  in  it,and  the 
Body  is  put  into  violent  Diftortions,  Reaching?, 
Heavings,  in  which  many  Children  die,  expiring 
in  the  very  Operations  •,  others  burft  themfelves, 
and  contrail  Weaknelies,  Ruptures,  &c .  which 
they  feel  all  their  Days  after,  and  the  like  of 
Bleeding,  Bliftering,  &c. 

All  this  is  true  or  may  be  fuppos’d  fb,  but 
two  Anfvers  lye  ready  to  Hop  the  Mouths  of 
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thole  who  plead  it,  and  which  Anfwers  I  think 

will  be  fuflident. 

I*  These  .Applications,  o t  Operations,  call 
them  what  you  will,  are  always  made  to,  or, 
upon  our  Children,  for  the  Cure  of  fome  vi* 
lible  Diftemper  which  the  Child  ha£  at  that 
time  upon  it,  and  whether  done  by  the  Advice 
of  a  Phyfician,  or  otherways,  are  allow’d  to  be 
the  ordinary  Remedies  in  fuch  Cafes,  other- 
wife  the  Parent  would  have  no  Peace  in  the 
doing  it,  nor,  indeed,  ought  to  do  it  :  But 
this  is  not  the  Cafe  of  the  Parent,  in  the  Ino¬ 
culation  of  the  Smalt-Pox  *  for,  here  the  Child 
as  in  perfeCt  Health,  it  may  have  the  Smalt- 
Fox,  or,  it  may  not  *,  if  it  hath  them,  it  may 
recover,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  would,  and 
It  may  live  all  its  Days  without  ever  having 
them  5  and  yet,  in  the  middle  of  its  perfect 
State  of  Health,  I  fhall  incorporate  thePoifon 
of  a  diftemper’d  Body  with  the  pure  Blood  of 
my  Child,  and  propogate  the  Contagion  ’till 
it  becomes  infected  *  the  Mafs  of  Blood  cor¬ 
rupted,  and  themoft  loathfom  Difeafe  brought 
upon  the  Child  *  the  Cafes  bear  no  Paralel,  to 
the  moft  unbyafs’d  Reader  to  diftinguiih  them* 

2*  Notwithstanding  all  this,  what  Re¬ 
proaches  do  the  affectionate  Parents  fometimes 
l$ad  themfelves  with,  in  Cafes  of  Mifcarriage  « 
O !  I  haVe  kill'd  my  Child !  I  have  murder’d  my 
Child!  I  had  no  need  to  have  given  it  this 
Vomit,  it  was  too  violent  a  Remedy*  it  was 
not  a  proper  Thing,  and  the  like,  and  many 
Parents  mourn  thus,  as  long  as  they  live  after 
it  -5  but  what  felf  ^Reflection  and  Reproach 
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muft  filch  tende1ParentsloadTh0mfelv.es  with. 
If  a  Child  fhOuld  die  on  their  Hands,  under 
this  inhumane  Turkijh  Operation  of  Inocula¬ 
tion  y  I  leave  that  alfo  to-  Conjideration. 

But  I  have  fomething  farther  to  offer  {till,  and 
which,  indeed,  is  the  mam  Reafbn  of  Writing  this 
Trad:  *,  1  fa y,  This  Practice  opens  a  Door  to  in¬ 
numerable.  Villanies  and  Murders,  in  the  Cafe  of 
Infants,  Orphans,  &c\  giving  Opportunity  to 
feveral  Perfons,  and  in  feveral  Circumftances  - 
fome  of  which  I  fhall  nienti  n,  to  murder  inno¬ 
cent  Children,  committed  to  their  Keeping,  with 
Impunity,  and  without  the  Murtherer  being  lia¬ 
ble  to  any  Punifhment  or  Profecution :  And  as 
this  is  a  Mifchief,  which  merits  to  be  conftdered 
very  ferioully,  and  is  worthy  the  Cognifance  of 
the  Legifiature,  I  cannot,  but  in  the  humbleft 
Manner  Recommend  it  to  the  approaching  Parli¬ 
ament,  and  even  in  a  folemn  Appeal  to  them, 
demand  Juftice  of  them,  in  the  Behalf  of  inno¬ 
cent  Pofterity,  whofe  Cafes  may  come  within  the 
Heads  which  I  fhall  innumerate.  lam  now  for  the 
Pike  of  the  Argument  to  fiippofe,  tho 5  I  by  no 
Means  grant  it ,  That  there  lay  no  religious  Ob- 
jedtions  againft  thisPradtice  of  Inoculation  in  ge¬ 
neral  ^  the  Morality  of  it  was  not  in  Difpute,  and 
the  Conference  had  no  concern  in  the  Matter  3 
thefe  being  Arguments  alfo,  that  in  thefe  Days  of 
Latitude,  which  have  not,  I  think,  fo  much 
Weight  allow'd  to  them,  as  they  formerly  had, 
and  as  they  ought  to  have. 

But  the  juftice'  and  Equity  of  it,  and  the  juft 
Rea  Pin  there  is  to  have  fuch  a  Thing  as  this  is, 
and  fornany  ways  dangerous,  to  be  brought  under 

Regula- 


Regulations,  and  legal  Limitations,  this  Is,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  wT"at  no  Man  will  difpute. 

It  ought  to  be  in  ro  Perfons  fingle  Power,  to 
Injure  another,  without  being  liable  either  to 
make  Reparation,  or,  buffer  Punifhment.  And 
this  is  the  Reafon  of  Laws,  and  Regulations  iu 
Civil  Societies  *,  and  without  fuch  Laws  and  R  gu- 
lations,  therdWould  be  no  fuch  thing  as  Civil  So¬ 
ciety  in  the  World.  It  is  a  general  Miftake  a- 
moiig  us,  that  Laws  are  made  for  the  Punifhment 
of  Offenders  *r  Laws  were  made  for  preventing 
the  Offence,  and  pUiiiihirig  the  Offender,  is  put¬ 
ting  an  Edge,  indeed,  to  Law,  and  is  the  con¬ 
curring  of  the  Executive  Power,  in  the  Prefer- 
vation  of  the  Society,  but  the  original  Defgn  of 
Law  is  to  regulate  Life,  and  prefejrve  the 
Rectitude  of  Men’s  Conduct,  that  ftated 
Rule  of  Juftice  and  Right,  being  laid  down,  all 
the  People  may  know  how  to  behave,  and  may  be 
obedient:  The  Executive  Power  comes  after,  as 
the  Sanction  of  Authority,  to  enforce  that  Obedi¬ 
ence,  where  ungovern’d  People  would  break  in 
upon  the  Rule,  and  break  out  of  the  Circle  pre¬ 
fer  ib’d  them. 

Now,  here  is  a  Cafe  perhaps  entirely  unpro¬ 
vided  tor  by  the  Law,  becaule  no  paralel  Cafe 
that  ever  I  met  with,  has  been  in  the  World  like 
Parricide,  in  Lyairgus' s  Law  5  it  hath  no  Provifi- 
onmade  againft  it,  for  our  Legiflators  never  heard 
of  the  Crime. 

I  t  remains  then  to  Confider  this  Cafe  in  a 
full  Reprefentative,  that  Avarice  and  Murther, 
with  all  unnatural  Crimes  attending  them,  may 
not  break  in  upon  us  in  the  Dark,  and  Juftice 
have  no  Affiftance  to  Detect  and  Punilh  them. 
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W  e  fee  dreadful  Examples  every  Day  among 
us  in  fpight  of  Confidence,  and  Religion  in  fpight 
of  our  Pretences  fofbfcng  a  Nation  of  Humanity, 
not  addicted  to  Cruelty,  and  Blood  jin  fpight  of 
generous  Principles,  Knowledge,  Education,  and 
the  like,  things  which  we  boaft  of  as  Englifi  Men  ; 
I  I  lay,  we  fee  moft  horrible  Excurfions  made  every 
Day  :  Avarice  pufhes  Men  on  to  all  theHellifh 
Practices  imaginable,  Men  murther  Fathers,  Mo¬ 
thers,  Relations,  Innocent  Children,  and  any  that 
Rand  in  the  way  of  their  wicked  Defires  $  the 
Power  of  Avarice  is  fuch,  that  like  King  Ahab 9 
they  are  for  killing  and  taking  pofleffion  ^  the 
Cafe  of  Arundel  Coke  of  Bury ,  is  a  late  flagrant 
Example  of  it,  which  puts  it  out  of  Difpute. 

While  this  Hellifli  Principle  then  has  fo 
much  hold  upon  Mankind,  "his  highly  necefiary 
that  there  fhould  be  no  Doors  left  open  for  the 
'  Practice,  at  leaft  none  that  can  be  fhut,  that 
there  fhould  be  no  room  for  the  covering  fach 
horrid  things  from  the  reach  of  the  Law  :  Phyfici- 
ans  they  have  already  too  much  Latitude  in  Pra¬ 
ctice,  to  make  havoe;k  of  Mankind  for  the  Satis¬ 
faction  of  their  Judgement  in  Phyfick,  and  en- 
creafe  of  their  Experience  $  but  every  Quack  now 
may  be  a  Hireling  to  the  Devil,  and  like  that 
Banditty  in  Italy ,  be  ready  to  do  the  Drudgery 
of  removing  Heirs,  and  other  obftruCting  Incum¬ 
bents  of  many  kinds,  and  to  do  this  under  the 
Mask  of  a  Cure,  Inoculating  Death  inftead  of  a 
Difeafe,  and  making  ufe  of  an  Art  never  before 
Practis’d  in  a  manner  not  forefeen,  and  by  the 
Laws,  not  yet  fuffieiently  provided  againft. 

L  E  t  no  Man  pretend  this  is  Hard  and  Un¬ 
charitable,  it  cannot  be  lyable  to  that  Reproach, 
becaufe  I  Charge  no  Man,  and  only  move  that 
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the  Temptation  may  be  remov’d  from  every  Man, 
that  no  Gap  may  be  left  open  in  our  Law,  at 
which  Crime  may  break^ndifrern'd,or  harbour  it 
felf  unpiunlh'd,  and  as  this  is  a  new  Cafe  never 
Jen  own  here  before  *  'tis  but  reafonable  new  pro- 
vifion  of  Laws  fhould  be  made  againft,  and  that 
I  may  engage  all  the  reafonable  Part  of  Mankind 
in  favour  of  what  I  propofe  I  fhall  endeavour  to 
do  it,  fo  as  the  moft  Critical  Obferver  fnall  find 
no  room  to  Objefl:  againft  it,  except  it  be  that  I 
am  too  Moderate,  and  do  not  carry  it  far  enough, 
which  will  never  pafs  for  an  Offence,  becaufe  our 
Legiflators  may  fupply  that  Defeat  as  they  fee 
Caufe,  and  I  think  it  is  but  meet  they  ihould 
have  that  Part  left  them. 

I  n  a  Word  then  to  prevent  the  Mifchiefs, 
which  may  happen  from  the  wicked  D^figns  of 
Men  abandon'd  to  Crime,  I  humbly  move  that  if 
this  Practice  of  Inoculating  of  the  Small  Pox 
ihould  be  permitted  to  be  in  ufe  among  us,  fome 
Limitations  may  be  put  upon  both  the  Practice, 
and  the  Perfons  that  may  be  concern'd  in  it  fuch 
as  may  beft  fecure  the  Lives  of  Innocent  Chil¬ 
dren,  who  cannot  refill:  the  Operation  for  them- 
felves,  or  give  a  Negative  in  the  Refolution® 
that  may  be  taken  about  them  :  Such  as  thefe, 

i.  That  no  FatherrimLaw,  or  Mother-in- 
Law  be  allowed  in  any  Cafe  whatever,  to 
Caufe  any  of  the  Children  under  their  Care 
to  be  Inoculated  without  the  Confent  of  three 
of  the  neareft  Relations  of  the  Child,  by  the 
Mother's  Side,  if  a  Father-in-Law,  or  by  the 
Father's  Side,  if  a  Mother  -in-Law,  and  in 
their  Prefence  *  their  Confent  to  be  fignify'd 
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ill  Writing,  lign’d  in  the  Prefence  of  at  leaft 
one  Ju ftice  of  the  Peace. 

2.  That  no  Guardian  of  any  Orphan  Child, 
under  Age,  and  for,  and  to  whom,  or  to  any 

' .  one  elfe  for  the  ufe  of  the  laid  Orphan,  the 
faid. Guardian  has  any  Truft,  or  any  Account 
to  give,  fliall  be  allow  d  to  Caufe,  or  SufFer 
any  fuch  Orphan  to  be  Inoculated  on  any 
Account,  or  with  any  Limitations  whatlb- 
ever. 

3.  That  no  Perfon,  who  is  Heir  at  Law,  or 
who  has  any  Remainders  or  Eftate  in  Rever¬ 
sion  after  any  Perfon  whatfoever,  fliall  Caufe, 
or  Procure  the  Perfon  pofTeffing  fuch  Eftate  to 
be  Inoculated,  as  above. 

4*  That  no  Perlon,  who  has  enfur’d  the  Life 
ot  another  by  Policy  of  Infurance,  or  that  has 
Expectation,  orPrbmife,  or  Grant  of  poflef- 
Img  any  Office,  or  other  Benefit,  after  and  bli¬ 
the  laid  Performs  deceafe,  fhall  Caufe,  or  Pro¬ 
cure,  or  to  his  Power,  fuffer  the  faid  Perfon 
to  be  Inoculated,  as  above. 

5.  That  no  Perfon,  who  pays  any  Annuity 
for  Life,  Fee-Farm,  Rent,  or  any  Penfion,  or 
Payment  whatfoever,  Terminating  with  Life 
of  the  Perfon  to  whom  the  fame  is  Payable, 
flail  Caufe,  or  Procure,  or  SufFer  the  Perfon,’ 
fo  receiving  the  faid  Annuity,  Rent,  Penfion, 
or  Payment  to  be  Inoculated,  as  above. 

e.  That  the  Phyfician,  or  Surgeon  advifing, 
or  performing  the  •Operation  on  any  fuch  Per¬ 
fon 
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foil  fo  prohibited  fhould  for  ever  be  made  mi- 
capable  of  Pradifing,  and  fhall  pay  a  Fine  of 
500  L  and  for  the  fecond  Offence  be  Tranf- 
ported  •,  and  if  the  Perfon  fo  Inoculated  fhould 
die,  the  faid  Perfons  caufing,  or  procuring  it 
to  be  done,  and  the  Phyfician  and  Surgeon 
alfo  knowing  the  Perfon  to  be  within  the  faid 
Limitations  fhould  fuller  Death. 

7.  That  no  Operation  for  Inoculating  the 
Small-Pox  on  any  Infant  whatfoever  fhall  be 
perform’d  but  in  the  Prefence,  and  with  the 
Confent  of  both  the  Father  and  the  Mother 
of  the  faid  Child,  if  living,  and  if  no  Father 
and  Mother,  then  in  the  Prefence,  and  with 
Confent  of  three  at  leaft  of  the  neareft  Re¬ 
lations  fignify’d  as  in  the  Article  before  a 

Juft  ice  of  the  Peace, 

8.  That  no  Operation  for  the  Inoculating  the 
Small-Pox  on  any  Perfon  whatfoever  fhall 
be  perform’d,  but  in  the  Prefence,  and  by 
and  with  the  Alliftance  of  two  known  Pra¬ 
difing  Surgeons  at  leaft,  and  one  Licenfed 
Phyfician,  who  fliall  all  have  Power  to  in* 
form  themfelves  upon  Oath,  or  other  wife,  of 
the,  due  Confent  of  all  Perfons  requir’d  by 
this  Ad. 

t  X’hese  are  fome  of  the  Limitaitons,  which! 
think  will  be  found  Necellary  for  the  better  Re¬ 
gulating  this  Novelty  among  us,  if  it  muff  be  ad¬ 
mitted  among  us  *  and  I  think  they  ail  carry  fo 
much  of  the  Reafon  of  their  being  Ena ded  along 
with  them, that  I  need  fay  nothing  to  urge  their  be¬ 
ing  both  convenient, and  even  abfolutly  necefiafy. 

If 


^ 
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I F  the  Practice  fhall  yet  go  on,  without  thefe, 
or  fome  other  Regulations,  that  may  anfwer  the’ 
End,  forthe  Publick  Prefervation ;  I  fhall  have  the 
Satisfaction  of  having  fet  up  a  Beacon,  or  Bony, 
where  this  dangerous  Shoal,  or.  Sunk  Rock,  as 
the  Sailors  call  it,  lies.  If  any  fhall  be  fo  unhap¬ 
py  to  fplit  upon  it  hereafter,  the  Warning  is 
given  5  I  am  free  of  the  Guilt,  and  can  have  no 
Blame  for  the  Conlequence. 


finis, , 


